Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

November 19, 2024

The Honorable Michael Guest The Honorable Susan Wild

Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Ethics House Committee on Ethics

1015 Longworth House Office Building 1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Guest and Ranking Member Wild,

We are writing today to request that you immediately release the Ethics Committee’s report into allegations of
serious misconduct by former Congressman Matt Gaetz. Given President-Elect Trump’s nomination of
Representative Gaetz to serve as Attorney General, your committee’s findings remain relevant despite
Representative Gaetz’s recent resignation from Congress.

A President’s cabinet reflects their pledge to appoint leaders of government agencies that reflect the country
they aim to serve. Cabinet members advise the President on any subject they may require relating to the duties
of each member’s respective office. In no light terms, they are among the most important positions in the
country. The United States Senate has a constitutional duty to provide advice and consent on presidential
nominees, and it is critical that Senators have all the information necessary to consider Mr. Gaetz’s nomination.

In April 2021, the Committee announced that it was “aware of public allegations that Representative Matt Gaetz
may have engaged in sexual misconduct and/or illicit drug use, shared inappropriate images or videos on the
House floor, misused state identification records, converted campaign funds to personal use, and/or accepted a
bribe, improper gratuity, or impermissible gift, in violation of House Rules, laws, or other standards of
conduct.” As a result, the Committee had “begun an investigation and will gather additional information
regarding the allegations.””

In June 2024, after the investigation was reauthorized, the Committee issued another statement noting that the
Committee “determined that certain of the allegations merit continued review” and that “the Committee has
also identified additional allegations that merit review,” including “allegations that Representative Gaetz may
have: engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts, dispensed special privileges
and favors to individuals with whom he had a personal relationship, and sought to obstruct government
investigations of his conduct.”

We are aware that traditionally, the Ethics Committee stops investigations into alleged misconduct when a
member of Congress resigns. However, there is precedent for the House and Senate ethics committees to
continue their investigations and release findings after a member has resigned in a scandal. For example, the

' House Committee on Ethics. (2021, April 9). Statement of the chairman and ranking member of the Committee on Ethics regarding
representative Matt Gaetz. https://ethics.house.gov/press-releases/statement-chairman-and-ranking-member-committee-ethics-
regarding-representative-22

> House Committee on Ethics. (2024, June 18). Statement regarding the matter of representative Matt Gaetz. House Committee on
Ethics. https://ethics.house.gov/press-releases/statement-regarding-matter-representative-matt-gaetz
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Committee continued investigating Rep. Eric Massa for inappropriate sexual behavior even after his
resignation.’ Similarly, in 2011, the Senate Ethics Committee publicly released its report on Sen. John Ensign in
the days following his resignation and forwarded the report to the Department of Justice and the Federal
Election Commission.*

We strongly believe that this situation meets or exceeds those standards. This is not a partisan issue. In a
statement to reporters on November 14th, Republican Senator of Texas John Cornyn, who sits on the Senate
Judiciary Committee, noted, “I think that there should not be any limitations on the Senate Judiciary
Committee’s investigation including whatever the House Ethics Committee has generated.”

Given the seriousness of the charges against Representative Gaetz, withholding the findings of your
investigation may jeopardize the Senate's ability to provide fully informed, constitutionally required advice and
consent regarding this nomination. Representative Gaetz’s abrupt resignation from Congress should not
circumvent the Senate’s ability to fulfill its constitutional responsibilities.

We urge you to immediately release the Ethics Committee’s report into allegations of serious misconduct by
former Congressman Matt Gaetz.

Sincerely,

Sh—

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Aine) Mk tmens

Abighil Davis Spanberger John Garamendi
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Henry C. "Hank/" Johnson, J1. Brad Sherman
Member of Congress Member of Congress

® U.S. House Committee on Ethics. (2011, July 15). Statement of the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Committee on Ethics
Regarding Former Representative Eric Massa.

* Bruce, C. E. (2011, May 10). Report of the Preliminary Inquiry into the Mater of Senator John E. Ensign.
https://www.ethics.senate.gov/public/

> Irwin, L. (2024a, November 14). Senate judiciary republican “absolutely” wants to see ethics report on Gaetz. The Hill.
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/4990714-john-cornyn-matt-gaetz-ethics-report/
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Julia Brovs;nley
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

el

Jin Costa
Member of Congress
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Nanette Diaz B”arragén
Member of Congress
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Val Hoyle
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Gfleg tg"ldsman

Member of Congress
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Seth Moulton
Member of Congress
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Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

oy it

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress
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Gerald E. Connolly ~ N\
Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Danny K. aaws

Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress
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Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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Najz?Krishn moorthi
Member of Congress
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Jsshifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Betty McCollum
Member of Congress
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Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress
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Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress
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Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of CongéeSs
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Eric Sorchsen
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress
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Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress
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Su#dnne Bonamici
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyfeq) Jr.
Member of Congress
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Angie Cralg
Member of Congress
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Doris Matsui
Member of Congress
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Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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Maxine Waters
Member of Congress
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Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Marcy Kaptu(f
Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

ﬂ/ofa,w._ l/‘&wey

Morgaﬂ McGarvey
Member of Congress
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Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Suza K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress
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Dean Phillips
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobb
Member of Congress
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Mike Thompson
Member of Congress
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Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress
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Katie Porter
Member of Congress
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Maxwell Alejapﬁro Frost
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Memgerlof Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress
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Chris Pappas
Member of Congress
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JL% Vargas
Member of Congress

Jorsi Wesli
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Tony/Cérdenas
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Wiley Nk@)
Member of Congress
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Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress
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Syfvia R. Garciau

Member of Congress




