Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515
October 16, 2025

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump:

We write to strongly urge you to put America’s farmers first by terminating the national emergencies invoked
under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), which would include eliminating the
unconstitutional, country-specific “Liberation Day” tariffs. Your trade policies have significantly impacted U.S.
soybean farmers and hurt our nation’s agricultural competitiveness. Furthermore, your Administration’s $20
billion taxpayer-funded bailout for Argentina'—one of our leading soybean export competitors—further
compounds the pain that our farmers are currently feeling.

Soybeans are the backbone of American agriculture, contributing over $31 billion to the U.S. economy during
the 2023-2024 crop year.” In 2024, China purchased more than half of all U.S. soybean exports, amounting to
$12.6 billion.” However, in response to the tariffs you imposed earlier this year, China levied retaliatory tariffs
on U.S. imports and has halted all U.S. soybean purchases since May.* As a result, American farmers are at risk
of becoming collateral damage in your trade war.

It is clear that soybean farmers are already facing significant financial damage and may not be able to survive a
prolonged trade dispute with China.’ Chinese tariffs now make U.S. soybeans 20% more expensive than South
American exports. This has led China to turn to other leading soybean exporters, including producers in
Argentina and Brazil, which comes at the direct expense of our farmers.

Your September 25, 2025, announcement of tariff-funded relief to farmers through cash payments is a short-
term proposal to address financial harm caused by your Administration’s policies, but market assistance does
not solve the long-term challenges facing U.S. agriculture. Even if tariff revenues can be utilized, farmers would
likely not receive timely assistance, and it would require congressional approval.® Your tariffs are expected to
continue rippling across the farm economy, shrinking key export markets, squeezing our farmers' revenue, and
driving up consumer prices.

! “Trump Dangles $20 Billion Lifeline for Argentina, With Strings Attached,” 14 Oct. 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/14/us/politics/trump-
argentina-leader-bailout.html.

2 https:/unitedsoybean.org/issue-briefs/global-markets/.

% «U.S. Soybean Harvest Starts with No Sign of Chinese Buying as Brazil Sets Export Record,” 22 Sep. 2025,
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2025/09/us-soybean-harvest-starts-with-no-sign-of-chinese-buying-as-brazil-sets-export-record.html; “China Bought
$12.6 Billion in U.S. Soybeans Last Year. Now, It’s $0,” 25 Sep. 2025, https:/www.nytimes.com/2025/09/25/business/china-soybean-sales-
farmers.html.

* “China weaponizes ag imports to target Trump and US farmers,” 28 Sep. 2025, https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/28/soybeans-sacrificed-in-
trumps-china-gamble-00583232.

> “ASA Urges President Trump to Prioritize China Trade as Farmers Face Crisis,” 19 Aug, 2025, https://soygrowers.com/news-releases/asa-urges-
president-trump-to-prioritize-china-trade-as-farmers-face-crisis/.

¢ “Trump says he'll use tariff revenue to bail out farmers,” 25 Sep. 2025, https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/25/trump-tariff-revenue-bail-out-
farmers-00580708?nid=00000141-1646-d88f-alcf-5f46b4be0000&nname=inside-congress&nrid=49¢22099-65c6-44bf-a7ed-d03a693dd79f
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Lost soybean sales are only the beginning: this trade war threatens the entire U.S. agriculture sector. As we have
seen before, U.S. farmers lost more than $27 billion in agricultural exports between 2018 and 2019 as a result of
your Administration’s 2019 trade war with China.” While we support tariffs when they are grounded in rigorous
research and clear economic data, your unilateral approach has had significant negative consequences.

To provide our farmers with meaningful relief, we strongly urge you to end the national emergencies declared
on February 1, 2025, and on April 2, 2025, which would include removing your reciprocal tariffs and other
relevant duties.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

S ph—

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Angie Craig Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Ranking Member, Committee on

Agriculture

duhas Subr¥manyan! Betty MTCollum
Member of Congress Member of Congress

o it

Lauren Underwood ark Pocan’
Member of Congress Member of Congress

7 «““The frustration is overwhelming’: Soybean farmers feel betrayed as Argentina blows a hole in rural America’s $47 billion soybean bonanza,” 25
Sep. 2025, https://fortune.com/2025/09/25/the-frustration-is-overwhelming-soybean-farmers-feel-betrayed-as-argentina-blows-a-hole-in-rural-
americas-47-billion-soybean-bonanza/.
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Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Danny K. aaws

Member of Congress

Marc A. Veﬁsef \
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Cong#ess
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Marcy Kapthf
Member of Congress
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#frold Nadler
Member of Congress
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athan L. Jac
ember of Congress

Cleo Fietdts—

Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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Tﬁ)y/A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress
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ember of Congress
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Jsshifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Gfleg tgl'ldsman

Member of Congress
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Naja}) Krishngmoorthi
Member of Congress
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Udmie Raskin
Member of Congress
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;elly M%son

Member of Congress
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IThan Omar
Member of Congress
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Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Morgaﬂ McGarvey
Member of Congress
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Andr&Carson
Member of Congress
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Syfvia R. Garc1a

Member of Congress

ééisten McDonald Rivet

Member of Congress

S MHEAL

SaratrMcBride

Member of Congress

1

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress



CRett 2———

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Scott Bessent
Secretary

Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20220
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Robert C. "Bobb
Member of Congress




