Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

August 11, 2025

Administrator Lee Zeldin
Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Code 1101A

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin,

We write to express our concern regarding recent reports that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
investigated and placed at least 139 EPA employees on administrative leave because they signed a letter to you
that criticizes the administration for undermining the EPA’s core mission of protecting human health and the
environment.

The letter was written to you and copied to the House committees responsible for EPA oversight, signed by
EPA employees from every EPA regional office across the country, including headquarters, programmatic
offices, and laboratories.

In addition to the at least 139 who signed the letter and have now been placed on leave, hundreds signed
anonymously due to fear of retaliation by the administration. We are deeply concerned that placing these
employees on administrative leave was a violation of their First Amendment rights.

The letter at issue called for an end to partisan activity in the agency’s work, respect for scientific consensus,
renewed protection of at-risk communities, prevention of the dismantling of the EPA’s Office of Research and
Development, and an end to intimidation in the EPA workplace.

The abrupt sidelining of these employees appears to be without consideration of the Agency’s workload and the
impact their removal from the workplace will have on public health and our environment. EPA staff that has
been put on administrative leave include inspectors, enforcement officers, attorneys, on-scene coordinators,
permit reviewers, grant managers, and emergency response personnel. We are concerned about the negative
impacts that removing these employees from their work has on the agency’s ability to protect public health and
the environment nationwide. Investigating and sidelining these employees denies the American public the
benefit of their vital work protecting human health.

We ask that the Administration cease this investigation and immediately reinstate the employees who signed
this letter, without taking any adverse actions against them. We urge you to recognize the critical importance of
these workers to the EPA’s mission and to allow them to return to their vital work on behalf of the American
people.

Sincerely,
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