Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

September 17, 2025

The Honorable Lee Zeldin

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

We are writing to express our deep concern over the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (US EPA)
proposal to eliminate the Endangerment Finding and what that will mean for the health and safety of our
constituents in Illinois.

The Endangerment Finding, promulgated in 2009 under the Clean Air Act, requires the US EPA to protect
people from the pollution that causes climate change and its impacts. This administration’s denial of the
overwhelming scientific consensus, reached through decades of peer-reviewed research, does not change the
facts: pollution from fossil fuels is trapping more of the sun’s energy in the atmosphere, heating our planet,
increasing the frequency and intensity of extreme weather disasters,' and thereby endangering every American —
especially the most vulnerable among us.

While coastal hurricanes and western wildfires may draw more national attention, climate change is increasing
the number and severity of extreme weather events in the Midwest as well. In 2024 alone, Illinois experienced
twelve extreme weather events which caused $1 billion or more in damages in Illinois and neighboring states,
with a toll of at least 129 lives.?

Climate change is increasing the number and severity of extreme heat events, with the Chicago area far
exceeding the average number of 90-degree days this year.’ Extreme heat is the number-one weather-related
killer,* a fact we well know after the 1995 heat wave, which caused 500 deaths in Chicago alone and hundreds
more across the Midwest.” As we learned then, extreme heat disproportionately harms vulnerable individuals,

! National Aeronautics and Space Administration, “Extreme Weather and Climate Change: As the climate changes, the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events are increasing,” https://science.nasa.gov/climate-change/extreme-weather/, accessed August 22,
2025.

? National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Centers for Environmental Information, “Illinois Summary,”
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/state-summary/IL, accessed August 22, 2025

® FOX 32 Chicago (2025, August 11), “Revisiting Chicago's sizzling summers: Tracking 90-degree days through the years,”
https://www.fox32chicago.com/weather/chicago-summers-data, accessed August 22, 2025.

* Scientific American (2023, July 1), “Extreme Heat Is Deadlier Than Hurricanes, Floods and Tornadoes Combined,”
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-heat-is-deadlier-than-hurricanes-floods-and-tornadoes-combined/, accessed
August 22, 2025
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including children, the elderly, low-income households, those with pre-existing medical conditions, outdoor
workers, and communities of color.®

Climate change is making Illinois wetter,” contributing to extreme rainfall and dangerous flooding. This
summer, in both July and August, Chicago and other parts of Illinois experienced flash flooding, which
damaged infrastructure, including roads and houses.®

Changing temperatures and weather patterns impact agriculture,” which is so vital to Illinois’ economy. Heat,
water stress, and extreme weather events are greatly damaging to crops; changing temperatures can have
negative impacts on weed and pest distribution; and changing precipitation patterns and higher temperatures can
have negative impacts on soil health.

Finally, climate change has negative impacts on Lake Michigan, among our most precious natural resources.
Warmer temperatures, less ice cover, and extreme weather events are damaging the lake ecosystem,'’ making
algal blooms more likely," and worsening erosion, beach loss, and shoreline damage."

Rescinding the Endangerment Finding is part of the administration’s politically-driven scheme® to undermine
clean car and truck programs and roll back standards for global warming pollution from power plants, oil and
gas operations, and more. It means giving polluters a free pass to pollute at the expense of families across the
country. It means our constituents will face more climate chaos and, especially in communities already
overburdened by pollution, greater health risks and higher medical costs. It even means that our constituents
will pay more for energy, given the cheaper clean energy alternatives to fossil fuels that are currently available.

We urge you to maintain the Endangerment Finding and, in general, do your job of protecting the health and
welfare of Illinoisans and Americans all across the country.
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