
Secretary Michael R. Pompeo 

United States Department of State 

2201 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

December 15, 2020 

Dear Secretary Pompeo, 

As you know, on July 29, a Pakistani national shot and killed Illinois resident Tahir Ahmad Naseem inside 

a courtroom in a high security zone in Peshawar, Pakistan. Naseem, an American citizen and former 

Ahmadi Muslim, was lured to Pakistan and was facing questionable charges for blasphemy since 2018. 

We welcome the State Department’s statement expressing concern over Mr. Naseem’s murder and urging 

Pakistan to hold Mr. Naseem’s killer accountable.  However, we are concerned by a recent increase in 

violence against members of the Ahmadi community in Pakistan, and the silence on these killings by 

Pakistani leaders.  According to press reports from November, there were at least five killings of Ahmadis 

since July. In addition, we remain concerned about the abuse of Pakistan’s colonial-era blasphemy laws to 

persecute and intimidate religious minorities and others, as well as to settle personal feuds.  

We strongly urge the Department to continue to press Pakistani authorities for an expeditious and 

transparent trial so that justice can be served in the killing of Mr. Naseem. We also hope the Department 

will continue to encourage Pakistan to reform or repeal its blasphemy laws.   

We thank you for your attention to this matter and look forward to working with the Department to support 

the strengthening of respect for human rights here at home, in Pakistan, and elsewhere around the world. 

Sincerely, 

Sean Casten Richard J. Durbin Tammy Duckworth 

Member of Congress United States Senator United States Senator 


